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best practices. Let’s figure out what 
the standard should be, and then help 
fill those gaps to combat child exploi-
tation. 

Perhaps the most significant accom-
plishment Congress made in terms of 
my State over the last 2 years was 
working together to deliver disaster re-
lief to those suffering from Hurricane 
Harvey. That catastrophic flooding and 
damage caused by Harvey is something 
we hope to never see again during our 
lifetime, but that is a hope I am afraid 
is in vain. We know there will always 
be more hurricanes and more floods. 

I was proud to join forces with the 
junior Senator from Texas, Mr. CRUZ, 
to secure nearly $147 billion that was 
available for disaster relief, including 
Hurricane Harvey, but not limited to 
Hurricane Harvey. It is also for the 
wildfires out West and the hurricanes 
that hit Florida, Puerto Rico, and 
other parts of the country. 

In addition to the disaster relief, we 
passed two pieces of legislation that 
specifically addressed the needs of my 
constituents in Texas. The first makes 
houses of worship eligible for certain 
grants to help them rebuild after disas-
ters. Many houses of worship have es-
sentially public facilities that they 
make available to the community that 
are unrelated to proselytizing, and we 
made sure that these FEMA grants 
were available to help them rebuild 
after disasters. 

The second was a tax relief provision 
that allows Texans to deduct property 
damage costs and access retirement 
savings without penalties. That is 
something we did for Hurricane 
Katrina in the wake of Katrina. We did 
so after Hurricane Harvey as well. It is 
just another way we have made peo-
ple’s lives a little bit better after suf-
fering from this natural disaster. 

While aid after a disaster helps those 
affected to be able to rebuild, it does 
little good if we are not also working 
to help prevent or mitigate the threat 
of flooding and future hurricanes. So 
we passed provisions that will expedite, 
for example, a coastal study and that 
authorizes flood mitigation projects 
along the gulf coast. 

Most of the refined product needed 
for jet fuel and gasoline is refined 
along the gulf coast of Texas and Lou-
isiana. So it is important from a na-
tional perspective—not just from a 
local perspective—that we do every-
thing we can to anticipate and miti-
gate against future threats and threats 
to our Nation’s refined energy products 
supply. 

I feel fortunate to be in the U.S. Sen-
ate. I am proud of the work we have 
done in the 115th Congress. But we need 
to finish our job and get our work com-
pleted before Christmas. 

As we close out the 115th Congress, 
the types of accomplishments I have 
mentioned, frankly, don’t necessarily 
get a lot of attention because most of 
these are bipartisan bills that we pass 
without a lot of controversy or a lot of 
noise. But I hope we can continue to 

build on these accomplishments for the 
benefit of my constituents in Texas 
and Americans across the country. 

We have just a short time left, 2 
weeks, perhaps, assuming we can 
pass—and I do expect we will pass—a 2- 
week continuing resolution, taking us 
up to the 21st. Honestly, I don’t think 
we need to wait that long. We know 
what we have to do; we just need to 
come together and get it done. Then we 
can all go home and be with our fami-
lies and loved ones during Christmas. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to legislative session for a pe-
riod of morning business, with Sen-
ators permitted to speak for up to 10 
minutes. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. SUL-
LIVAN). Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

f 

MAJOR ROBERT ODELL OWENS 
POST OFFICE 

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the committee 
on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs be discharged from fur-
ther consideration of H.R. 5238 and that 
the Senate proceed to its immediate 
consideration. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The clerk will report the bill by title. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

read as follows: 
A bill (H.R. 5238) to designate the facility 

of the United States Postal Service located 
at 1234 Saint Johns Place in Brooklyn, New 
York, as the ‘‘Major Robert Odell Owens 
Post Office’’. 

There being no objection, the com-
mittee was discharged, and the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

Mr. CORNYN. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the bill be considered read a 
third time and passed and that the mo-
tion to reconsider be considered made 
and laid upon the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The bill (H.R. 5238) was ordered to a 
third reading, was read the third time, 
and passed. 

f 

THE LARRY DOBY CONGRES-
SIONAL GOLD MEDAL ACT 

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of H.R. 1861, which was received 
from the House. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the bill by title. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

A bill (H.R. 1861) to award a Congressional 
Gold Medal in honor of Lawrence Eugene 
‘‘Larry’’ Doby in recognition of his achieve-

ments and contributions to American major 
league athletics, civil rights, and the Armed 
Forces during World War II. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the bill be 
considered read a third time. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The bill was ordered to a third read-
ing and was read the third time. 

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I know 
of no further debate on the bill. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
further debate? 

Hearing none, the bill having been 
read the third time, the question is, 
Shall the bill pass? 

The bill (H.R. 1861) was passed. 
Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the motion to 
reconsider be considered made and laid 
upon the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

NATIONAL LAW ENFORCEMENT 
MUSEUM EXHIBITS ACT 

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary be discharged 
from further consideration of H.R. 1417 
and that the Senate proceed to its im-
mediate consideration. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the bill by title. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

A bill (H.R. 1417) to amend the National 
Law Enforcement Museum Act to allow the 
Museum to acquire, receive, possess, collect, 
ship, transport, import, and display firearms, 
and for other purposes. 

There being no objection, the Com-
mittee was discharged and the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

Mr. CORNYN. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the bill be considered read a 
third time and passed and that the mo-
tion to reconsider be considered made 
and laid upon the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The bill (H.R. 1417) was ordered to a 
third reading, was read the third time, 
and passed. 

f 

REAL ID ACT MODIFICATION FOR 
FREELY ASSOCIATED STATES ACT 

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs be discharged from 
further consideration of H.R. 3398 and 
that the Senate proceed to its imme-
diate consideration. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the bill by title. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

A bill (H.R. 3398) to amend the Real ID Act 
of 2005 to permit Freely Associated States to 
meet identification requirements under such 
Act, and for other purposes. 

There being no objection, the Com-
mittee was discharged and the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill. 
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